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CAP ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW

Ta p e d I n t e r v i e w W i t h :

D a t e o f I n t e r v i e w :

L o c a t i o n ;

C o n d u c t e d b y :

W N H C 2 2 . 8 3 - 1 0

M r . A d d i s H . M c D o n a l d

September 17. 1983

L i t t l e R o c k , A r k a n s a s

C o l o n e l L e s t e r E . H o p p e r , C A P

H: September 17, 1983 Little Rock, Arkansas, with Mr. Addis H.
McDonald as re la tes to h is exper iences whi le serv ing a t C iv i l A i r

Pat ro l Coasta l Pat ro l Base 9 in Grand Is le , Lou is iana. Mac, how

a b o u t g e t t i n g s t a r t e d w i t h a l i t t l e b i t o f b a c k g r o u n d o n y o u r

family, and your education, and when you first got interested in
aviat ion, you know, CAP, and so forth. Just a l i t t le bi t about

MD: Wel l , Les, I was born September 4, 1906 r ight here in Ban

c r o f t , w h i c h i s a s e c t i o n o f N o r t h L i t t l e R o c k . I ' m s t i l l l i v i n g

i n t h e s a m e b l o c k a f t e r a l l t h e s e y e a r s . I w e n t t o B a n c r o f t

School there, and I got through the ninth grade. They was having

s c h o o l d i f fi c u l t i e s t h e r e , a l o t o f t r o u b l e i n t h e s c h o o l s , a n d

they got where the parents had to pay tu i t ion to keep a chi ld in

s c h o o l . M y f a t h e r d i e d w h e n I w a s s e v e n y e a r s o l d . I h a d t w o
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older brothers and a eieter; The time was kind of hard trying
for my mother, trying to take care of this house full of kids,

you know. So, I talked her into letting me quit school before I
finished high school . I went to work then to help get what I

c o u l d t o w a r d t h e f a m i l y. I w e n t t o w o r k f o r a g r o c e r y s t o r e . I

worked in the grocery business for quite a few years. When I was

t w e l v e y e a r s , w e l l i t w a s e l e v e n y e a r s o l d . Wo r l d Wa r I c a m e

about. My older brother had to go into the Navy and my next

o lder b ro ther went to work . He was a mach in is t and he went to

w o r k i n t h e M i r r o r I s l a n d s h i p y a r d s . T h e U S S Wa r d w a s b u i l t

t h e r e i n t h e M i r r o r I s l a n d S h i p y a r d a n d m y o l d e r b r o t h e r w a s

a t t a c h e d t o t h e Wa r d . A t t h e t i m e t h a t i t w a s l o s t , i t w a s t h e

flag sh ip o f t he flee t . I t was one o f t he f as tes t des t roye rs

they had. They've brought the old Ward out of moth balls during
W o r l d W a r I I a n d i t w a s t h e fi r s t s h i p s u n k i n t h e b a t t l e o f

Leyte. After I had went to work, I started saving a little money
and I s ta r ted tak ing co r respondence cou rses . I ' d taken a co r re

spondence course with a radio school in Washington D. C. I went
t o t h e l o c a l s c h o o l , t o E a s t S i d e H i g h o f L i t t l e R o c k t w o y e a r s ,

t w o t e r m s , w i n t e r t e r m s o f i t w a s S m i t h H u g h e s v o c a t i o n a l c o u r s e s

in radio and I a lso was taking a course wi th Phi lco, in radio.

H : A n d t h a t w a s w h e n M a c i n t h e 3 0 ' s ?

MD: That was about 1928, I guess 1927, because I got married in

1927, and I know I was taking some of those courses... after I was

m a r r i e d . I e n d e d u p w i t h a f a i r k n o w l e d g e i n r a d i o . I g o t

2
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i n t e r e s t e d i n a v i a t i o n i n a s m a l l w a y . I r e a l l y c o u l d n ' t g e t

i n t o i t , b u t I w a s i n t e r e s t e d i n i t . D u r i n g W o r l d W a r I t h e y h a d

the A rmy A i r Base j us t t h ree b l ocks f r om whe re I l i ved . I t was

an open section of town and we called it the brick yard. In the

past i t had been a br ick yard, because i t was just red c lay soi l .
I t w a s o p e r a t e d b y c o n v i c t l a b o r . T h r o u g h t h e y e a r s t h i s o p e n

s p a c e o u t t h e r e , w h i c h w a s p r o b a b l y, o h I ' d s a y, a h a l f m i l e

square, was a brick yard. They used to land those old World War
I p lanes there, Jenny planes. They had an awful b ig tent , i t

seemed l ike this big, and that was their hangar. We used to hang

a r o u n d o u t t h e r e t o w a t c h t h e m a i r p l a n e s t a k e o f f a n d c o m e i n

he re . Once the re was a p lane flown by, he was a l i eu tenan t a t

t h e t i m e . L i e u t e n a n t F r a n k V e r m i l l i a , a n d m a d e a f o r c e d l a n d i n g

i n a fi e l d c l o s e t o w h e r e I l i v e d . W e r a n d o w n t h e r e t o t h i s

plane and the Lieutenant asked us i f our folks would object to us

staying down there to guard that plane that night. He had to
l e a v e a n d h e d i d n ' t w a n t t o l e a v e t h a t p l a n e w i t h n o p r o t e c t i o n .

I w a s t h e b i g g e s t o n e t h e r e , I t h i n k . T h e r e w a s t h r e e o f u s

b o y s , I w a s t h e o l d e s t o n e . A t t h a t t i m e I t h i n k I w a s e l e v e n

y e a r s o l d . We s t a y e d d o w n t h e r e a l l n i g h t w a t c h i n g t h a t p l a n e
and I mean we guarded it (ha ha ha ha) I kept one of them walking

a r o u n d i n o n e d i r e c t i o n a n d o n e w a l k i n g a r o u n d i n t h e o t h e r

d i r e c t i o n . I r e m e m b e r w h e n e v e r a n a i r p l a n e w o u l d g o o v e r t h e

fi r s t k i d t o s e e i t w o u l d g o a r o u n d a n d a r o u n d t h e b l o c k h o l l e r

i n g " a i r p l a n e " a t t h e t o p o f h i s v o i c e . I n e v e r d i d a c t u a l l y g e t
i n t o a v i a t i o n , o n l y w a s r e a l l y i n t e r e s t e d i n i t . I s a v e d u p m y

m o n e y a n d I ' d t a k e n a c o u p l e o f r i d e s . I t h i n k t h i s L i e u t e n a n t

V e r m i l l i a g a v e m e a r i d e i n t h e p l a n e a f t e r w h a t e v e r t h e t r o u b l e
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was got fixed. They used to land on a sand bar right close to,
n o t f a r f r o m w h e r e t h e fi e l d w a s . L i e u t e n a n t V e r r n i l l i a g a v e m e a

ride in the airplane for guarding the airplane that night.

H : How abou t CAP when d id you fi rs t be long to CAP?

MD: Well, I joined Group Squadron 1 of Arkansas Wing August 4th,

1 9 4 2 . B e f o r e t h e n I h a d h a d s o m e f r i e n d s t h a t w a s i n t h e C A P,

Ray Beam and some of the fellows. They talked me into coming
ove r t he re j us t t o d r i l l w i t h t hem and t o t each a code c l ass . I

be l i eve i t was one n igh t a week tha t we me t ove r t he re a t t he

Click Apple building. We had a room in there and I conducted

t h i s c o d e c l a s s . T h e n w e w o u l d g e t o u t t h e r e a n d d r i l l f o r

thir ty minutes or so . . .af terwards. I stayed act ive in the wing
u n t i l O c t o b e r 1 9 4 2 . A t t h a t t i m e t h e s u b m a r i n e a c t i v i t y h a d

picked up quite a bit down around the mouth of the Mississippi
River. Raymond Beam and Colonel Hays came over to my house one

night and told me what was going on down there. You didn't read
t o o m u c h a b o u t i t i n t h e n e w s p a p e r o r r a d i o a n d i t w a s m o r e o f a

surprise when people learned what was actually going on in the
Gulf. When they described just what was going on and how I could

be of real service to the country by going down there as a radio

m a n , I s i g n e d u p t o g o . To a c t i v e d u t y u n t i l I g u e s s , J a n u a r y

1 s t .

H; Yeah, they usual ly took you three months, s ix months, a year

o r t h e d u r a t i o n .
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got down there where it was nothing but grass and water, salt

g rass and water. I thought . Lord , tha t 's the longest s t reet I
was ever on. The road went right down by the first bayou and the

bayou was on one side; ship traffic, boat traffic, up and down.
O n t h e o t h e r s i d e w a s a r o w o f h o u s e s t h a t k e p t o n g o i n g a n d

g o i n g a n d g o i n g l i k e

H : Known as the longes t ma in s t ree t i n the wor ld . I t goes f rom

the Miss iss ipp i River to the Gul f o f Mexico.

MD: They tell a story about when World War I ended. One of the

neighbors way up the bayou there, shouted to her neighbor in the
next yard over that the war was over, and she shouted to her next

neighbor. The postman that had told them the war was over in the
fi rs t p l ace , t ha t s t a r t ed t h i s message go ing , t ha t message bea t

h i m t o t h e i s l a n d j u s t g o i n g f r o m b a c k y a r d t o b a c k y a r d .

H ; P r o b a b l y d i d . O k a y, n o w i t w a s k i n d o f a d e s o l a t e p l a c e t o

b e g o i n g i n t o

M D : O h , i t w a s , i t w a s . I t w a s w e i r d t o s o m e b o d y l i k e m e . T h a t

w a s t h e fi r s t t i m e I ' d e v e r b e e n , y o u k n o w, a w a y f r o m t h e f a m i l y.

W e ' d b e e n m a r r i e d f o r a l o n g t i m e a n d o u r o l d e s t s o n w a s n e a r l y

fi f t e e n y e a r s o l d a n d o u r y o u n g e s t w a s fi v e .

H : N o w d i d n ' t y o u m o v e i n t o a n i c e p l u s h m i l i t a r y e s t a b l i s h

m e n t ?



8

o:^ pauBtssie spm i ojiojoq os j.o Xpp e App e :;noqB

0JC011:). SPM I 'uiQii:; do:j.s o:|. BuTiit^-XuTe SPM ajcsn'^. ^i^ptp "Xl

•puBxsT 011"^ ssojtOB XBM 0L[:). It® 06 puB 5utxto-* d00>( 'q-.tiptp

Aiu\ 'do-^s S0ABM asou:^ ©peui pup:^s^apun ^^.uptp i -puBist

uo ©OBid :^S0u6iu sbm :^pq^ 's©qo^tp ©q:^ :^no p©aiB©TO Xaq:^ u©qM

©fip© ©q"^ fiuot© ©x'l^.'^tx ® dn psMoxd ppq A©q^ ©-i©qM 'sxupq qo:j.tp

©q:^ fiuoxv 'pu^xst ©q:). uo ©otbx<3 U^TU sism ©^©q^ 'jX^s^T puexst

©q:^ puY 10 ptBJCjie scm ©>(tx JX^O

0*4. fiutUTiejt'^s ©Jt0M pu^ :;.no ©ptsuT p©u-in:; bxx®-^^!^ p©>(ooT

s©©JC'^ ©qx * J 11^9 uiojcj :).©6 o:^ fiutXa^ sbm 6uiq^Aj[0A© ©^n

P9XOOX s©©Ji^ ©qj. 'peq 00^ 'XT® ut XT® '^^9 ' s^ssTQiom
dT5J.%s >Eoexc[ o:^ p©sn 5ut:^:^©6 ©xqnoa:^ ©x:^:^tx ® P®q I •©xq®^®®c[
SBM XqM 'fiuTxooo Jti©q:^ o^ p©sn noX a©^jB pue 'i{ooo ©q^ sbm

'Aoq p©jcoxoo ©Ai:).eu b pi0q A©qj. *sn j.oj. ©moq ^ ©>t®w ''mou>(
noA 'o^ p©?^^ ©ieu©H stq puis A©do 'oiiq ©>{tx Apoqou '©a©q:^

X©:^oq ©q^ ut priT A©do *00:^ ©j[©qq. sx®©ui vino pisq ©m puv 'ON

•s©:^p^o ©Bubjo oi\'X q:^iM ao:^i&a©do ©uit:^ 6tq e ©a©w noA

•©uo Jt©q:^oue dn i(otd o:^ ©xq® ©q c^qfiiui p©oie-i :^®q^ ©soq:^

puv •©Jt©q:^ uo :^©s o:^ p©:^ubm i Jc©A©:^BqM jlo SMOoq Aui d©©>( o:^ ©:^iBao
©fiuejio ue SPM ©j[©q:). ut fiuiqsiuwtnj Axuo Am *P©q ©zts Svi©^-ii9nb

©©jcq:^ « SBM -xx 'p©q ® puie Aao:^i&ABX ® q:^trt s©xotqno ©X^^TT
s^M suioovi ©qx •x9A©x JC00X.J PUOSQS ©q^ ©uo pue x®A©x .i©MOX ©q:;

©UO 's©qoaod ot\% fdo:^ ©q^ ssoao qoaod 19 pieH ' JO puiH 1 ® JO

adeqs ©q:^ ut :).XTnq fiuipxtnq p-ii^oq di?x^ ® ^snC sism J:©pui?0io

s»q-^ ''-'H '-W

PX^UCQOW



M c D o n a l d

the base. Hal loween night is when they had just finished the new

h a n g a r s . I l e f t t h e h o t e l , I l e f t f r o m H a m i l t o n L a n d r y ' s h o u s e ,
h e l i v e d a c o u p l e o f l a n d i n g s o v e r f r o m t h e h o t e l . B u t c o m i n g

f r o m h i s h o u s e , o n t h e w a y d o w n t o t h e h a n g a r, I h a d t o p a s s t h e

graveyard and in the cemetery they was candles s i t t ing on every
t o m b o u t t h e r e , h u n d r e d s o f t h e m . I t h o u g h t . L o r d , w h a t k i n d o f

a place am I in where they'd light up the cemetery at night with

c a n d l e s ?

H : A l l H a l l o w ' s E v e h u h . . .

M D : Ye a h , i t w a s H a l l o w e e n a n d t h a t w a s j u s t f o r t h a t n i g h t .

When I got down to the hangar the bunch was there, and they were

dancing. They had music and sandwiches, they had cold drinks.
That was just a b ig happy bunch and of course, i t was al l r ight ,

the depression passed, everybody was having such a happy time.

The next morning I went down to be signed in formally and take an

active duty assignment. I knew a bunch of boys all ready, be

cause they was quite a few Arkansas boys there then.

H: Now, what was the department that you went to work in Mac?

M D : R a d i o , a n d a l s o i n t h e r a d i o r o o m . A n d a l s o t h e a r e a o f

r e p a i r i n g r a d i o s a n d t r a n s m i t t e r s . T h e s h i p s , t h e a i r b o r n e
s t u f f , s e e . . .

H; They took advantage of the fact that you knew a lot about how

equ ipmen t wo rks .
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M c D o n a l d

M D : Ye a h , t h a t ' s t r u e , ( h a h a h a ) j u s t p l a i n o l d g a r d e n v a r i e t y

o f h o m e s i c k n e s s , t h a t ' s w h a t i t w a s . B u t a f t e r w a r d s y o u g o t

into the swing of things down there, new friends and new things

to do , i t wasn ' t bad a t a l l . Then a f te r I f ound a p lace to b r i ng

m y f a m i l y d o w n t h e r e . . . .

H: Before we get into that phase, what were you doing, repairing

r a d i o s a n d o p e r a t i n g p o l e s . . .

MD: Operating and repairing radios, keeping the sets working.

H: In the a i rp lanes and the base s ta t ion?

MD: In the base station I'd be sitting up there, you know, just

monitoring, just handling calls from ships we had out, and keep
ing a log, and making out reports. But the main thing was re
pairing the sets and all the radio equipment on the ships them
s e l v e s . N o w, w e h a d l o t s o f r a d i o t r o u b l e d o w n t h e r e . We h a d

furnished our own equipment. I brought tube testers and vol t

meters, I brought what test equipment that I had with me, also my
too ls . We had bu i l t us a cab inet in there and t r ied to make the

door to the cabinet weather proofed to protect our equipment from

s a l t a i r . S a l t a t m o s p h e r e w a s d e a d l y t o e q u i p m e n t . B u t i f w e

could keep one ship going with the radio gear operating correctly
we'd let two ships go out together on fly, i f one of them had

c o n t a c t w i t h t h e b a s e . L o t s o f t i m e s , b o t h p l a n e s h a d c o n t a c t

with the base and with each other, but we wouldn' t break a flight

up on account of radio failure, if one of them was still operat-
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M c D o n a l d

i n g .

H i B u t I i n t e r r u p t e d y o u w h e n y o u fi x i n g t o s a y y o u d e c i d e d

you'd found a p lace and. . .brought-your fami ly down.

M D : Ye a h , w e l l , b e f o r e I b r o u g h t t h e m d o w n t h o u g h I d i d n ' t g e t

a n y m o n e y a f t e r I g o t t o t h e b a s e . M y w i f e , s h e w a s a s e a m

s t r e s s . S h e s e w e d a t h o m e , s h e ' d s i t t h e r e a t t h a t s e w i n g m a

ch ine day and n ight too. She sent me money to pay me keep, I

k n o w t h a t L u d w o u l d l e t u s h a v e t h e r o o m a n d f e d u s , I t h i n k

eighty-five dol lars a month. My wife, she sewed, she made enough

to keep groceries on the table and also to pay my board bil l on

t h e i s l a n d . I t c o s t m e a b o u t a d o l l a r a w e e k o r s o m e t h i n g l i k e

t h a t f o r l a u n d r y o n m y u n i f o r m s . B u t i n h o t w e a t h e r w e j u s t w o r e

o u r s h o r t s a n d u n d e r s h i r t . T h e w e a t h e r w a s s o b l a m e d h o t a n y w a y ,

and they wasn't strict about what we wore when we was on duty in

the hangar. So the un i fo rm bus iness wasn ' t t oo bad . Bu t . i t a l l

a m o u n t e d t o s o m e t h i n g , m o n e y w a s n ' t c o m i n g t h r o u g h a n d I d i d n ' t

u n d e r s t a n d t h e r e a s o n w h y. I w a s t o l d t h e y d i d n ' t k n o w w h o w a s

going to finance the th ing, whether i t was going to be the Office

o f C i v i l i a n D e f e n s e o r i f i t w a s g o i n g t o b e . . .

H : T h e A r m y

M D : Ye a h , t h e A r m y . Yo u k n o w , t h e o i l c o m p a n i e s c a m e t o o u r

r e s c u e , I h a d p u t i n f o r m y C h r i s t m a s f u r l o u g h , ' c a u s e m y t i m e

w a s g o i n g t o b e u p t h e fi r s t o f t h e y e a r a n y w a y . M y f u r l o u g h
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came through and I could leave on December 15 if I wanted to come

h o m e f o r f u r l o u g h . B u t I d i d n ' t h a v e a d i m e t o m a k e t h e t r i p

home. That was going to be the first Chr istmas that I ever spent

away f rom the k ids. Virg i l Bruin, th is other radio man there,
offered to lend me the money to buy my ticket home, but I would

n ' t d o i t . I s a i d , " N o V i r g i l , i f I c a n ' t p a y m y o w n w a y, w e l l I

j u s t w o n ' t t a k e f u r l o u g h . " I w a s g o i n g t o e n l i s t f o r t h e d u r a

tion anyway, I told them I'd be right back. Just a couple of

days before my time to leave came up. our of a blue sky, I got a
l e t t e r f r o m F u l l e r B r o t h e r s H a r d w a r e w h e r e I ' d w o r k e d . I t

s a i d ; " t h e r e w a s c h e c k f o r f o r t y e i g h t d o l l a r s . " A n d i t s a i d

that the company was paying a bonus, (ha ha ha) and part of the

bonus for that year...amounted to that amount. They wished me a

Merry Christmas and all that and a hurry back to them. That
bought me my ticket home and it just so happened that while I was
home. Pop Brown got back to the base again and filled the spot
w h e r e I w a s . A c t u a l l y I w a s n ' t n e e d e d . T h a t c a u s e d m e s o m e

concern because I was all tooled up and sacked up for working at

t h e b a s e . N o w I w a s p e r f e c t l y s a t i s fi e d t h e r e , e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e

I was having the opportunity to get this house. Hector Landry

found th is house for me, belonged to h is brother, Hami l ton. Then

Major Hays called me and said, "Mac would you like to go to
B e a u m o n t ? " H e s a i d , " S a m e k i n d o f w o r k y o u ' r e d o i n g , y o u ' d b e a

r a d i o m a n a t t h e B e a u m o n t B a s e . " I t o l d h i m , " S u r e , I ' d a w h o l e

l o t r a t h e r g o b a c k t o G r a n d I s l e b e c a u s e I a l r e a d y k n e w t h e

f e l l o w s t h e r e a n d I fi t i n p r e t t y w e l l t h e r e . I ' d r a t h e r g o t o

G r a n d I s l e b u t n o w i f I c a n ' t g o t o G r a n d I s l e I ' l l b e g l a d t o g o

d o w n t o B e a u m o n t . " I w a s a l r e a d y s e t u p t o g o t o B e a u m o n t . I
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hadn't bcmght my ticket yet, but I had already found out what the

transportation was and I was already tooled up to get on the
tra in for Beaiunont when the phone rang. I t was the base cal l ing

and said, "Would you like to come back to Grand Isle?" I told

h i m s u r e I w o u l d . H e s a i d , " H o w q u i c k c a n y o u g e t h e r e ? " I

said, "How quick does the next train run. I ' l l take a late one

t h i s a f t e r n o o n . " H e s a i d , " We l l c o m e o n b a c k . P o p B r o w n h a d

taken another job on the West Coast." I went back down there, I

got there, oh. I got the days wrong it seemed to me like it was
might have been the first of February, something like that.

H: So you were home for a couple of months?

MD: Yeah , I wen t back and I s i gned up f o r t he du ra t i on , t hen .

Then I made arrangements to bring the family down and we moved

i n t o t h i s l i t t l e c a m p o f H a m i l t o n L a n d r y ' s . W e m a d e i t q u i t e

w e l l t h e n . T h e t i m e t h a t I s p e n t o n t h e i s l a n d I w o u l d n ' t t a k e

anything for it. The experiences and the friends we made...

H: Did you get to do any flying while you were down there?

MD: Oh yes, oh yes. Luke Barber wouldn't check a radio in a

plane if the motor was running. It had to be sitting on the
ground. He said he'd do all the testing you wanted on it here
bu t no t i f t he p lane was i n t he a i r. He wou ldn ' t even t r us t t he

pilot enough to get in there with him when the motor was running.
S o a l l t h e t e s t h o p p i n g f e l l t o m y l o t . B u t I d i d n ' t m i n d i t a t
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a l l , because I en joyed i t . Espec ia l l y when the guys le t me take

o v e r t h e c o n t r o l s a n d fl y i t a w h i l e . R i p p b e r g e r, e v e r y t i m e I ' d

t e s t t h a t l i t t l e S t i n s o n o f h i s , w e ' d u s u a l l y g o d o w n t o T i m b a l i -

e r I s l a n d w h i c h i s a r o u n d f o r t y m i l e s , s o m e t h i n g l i k e t h a t . I ' d

go down there and i f I could contact the base al l r ight from down
there, then i t was okay. Somet imes we'd go toward the mouth of

t h e R i v e r. We ' d g o d o w n t h e T i m b a l i e r w i t h t h e a n t e n n a r o l l e d

c l e a r i n , c l e a r u p t o t h e t a i l fi n b a c k t h e r e , I ' d c o n t a c t t h e

base, why, that equipment was in good order. On the way back
s o m e t i m e s I ' d g e t t o fl y a w h i l e , y o u k n o w , g e t t i n g p o i n t s ,

telling me what to do and everything. I enjoyed my work.

H; Did you ever have any close calls while you were flying?

MD; Well, yes. The time we rented a Waco, and old Bi- Wing

Waco . We 'd been down toward Timba l i e r. . .One way when you have to

make your approach from off the Gulf, you flew right straight in,
not along side of the administration building. You had to make a

ninety degree to the left 'cause the runway went lengthwise of
t h e i s l a n d a n d r i g h t i n f r o n t o f t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n b u i l d i n g .

There was a parking area between where you make your approach

f rom o f f t he Gu l f , t he pa rk i ng a rea was poss ib l y t h ree hund red

f e e t l o n g . C a r s p a r k e d o n b o t h s i d e s i f t h e y c o u l d , t h e r e w a s

never enough cars to fill that whole space up, cars spotted in

t h e r e a l l t h e t i m e . W h e n w e c a m e i n a n d m a d e o u r n i n e t y d e g r e e ,

we were flying this old number 12, this Waco that had had so many

a c c i d e n t s . T h a t p l a n e h a d a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c , i f y o u m a d a n i n e t y

degree to the left, that motor is going to stop about nine times
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our of ten, it would: So it stopped all right, that prop stopped

s t i l l , ( h a h a h a h a ) . M a n , t h a t ' s a f u n n y f e e l i n g c a u s e w e ' d

h a d n o a l t i t u d e a n d w e h a d t o s t r e t c h o u r fl i g h t a c r o s s t h a t

p a r k i n g a r e a . . .

H ; Y o u fl y i t i n a h u r r y .

M D ; Yo u ' r e d a r n r i g h t w e d i d . We h a d t o s t r e t c h f o r w e ' l l s a y

three hundred feet, and those old Wacos they don;t have too good

a gliding angle on those things. But we made it; it seemed like
t h e w h e e l s r a n j u s t a b o u t a c r o s s t h e t o p s o f t h e m c a r s a t t h e

e n d . B u t i t c l e a r e d r i g h t i n f r o n t o f t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n b u i l d

ing. They weren't made for sleep. We went on down and stopped
i t , b u t t h a t w a s t h e o n l y o n e .

H; What did you do after you got out and kissed the ground?

MD; (Ha ha ha ha) I sa id, "No more, no more, not in that one."

T h e y c a l l e d i t t h e c l u n k e r .

H : T h e c l u n k e r , h u h .

M D : I h a d r e c e i v e d s e v e r a l m a y d a y s f r o m t h a t s h i p t h a t I w a s

fl y i n g . T h e y ' d b e o u t o v e r t h e G u l f a n d m a k e a n i n e t y d e g r e e
t u r n a n d t h e t h i n g w o u l d s t o p . B u t , w e l l , i f y o u h a d e n o u g h

al t i tude you could make another n inety degree back to the r ight ,

y o u c o u l d c o r r e c t t h e p r o b l e m .
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H : P u t s o m e g a s b a c k i n t o t h e c a r b u r e t o r .

M D : Y o u c o u l d c o r r e c t i t . B i l l s a i d a w h i l e a g o t h a t t h e y ' d

f o u n d a b a l l o f s o d i n o n e t h e f u e l l i n e s . A l s o t h e y ' s f o u n d a

b a d b a t t e r y t e r m i n a l o n t h a t t h i n g . Yo u k n o w t h e b a t t e r y l e t

d o w n , y o u t a k e t w o w i n g n u t s o f f o f i t r i g h t u n d e r n e a t h t h e

breast of the plane and there's a board come down with the bat

tery on i t . The terminals on that battery were bul let shaped,

large, about like a fifty caliber bullet and it fit up into tight
fi t t i n g c o n t a c t , a t t h e t o p . A l l y o u h a d t o d o t o t a k e t h e

battery out was let it down, there's no cables on it and to put
it back up shove up there and tighten the wing nuts. Well one of

them battery terminals was bad, between it and that other problem

— i t w a s t o u g h .

H : M a d e i t h a z a r d o u s fl y i n g . . .

MD: When they took the fence down, I told you about this, they

made us take the fence down. We put a fence down to keep the

ca t t l e o f f o f o r runway, bu t t he re was cons ide rab le g rass a long

our runways and al l around our buildings, they'd been on the

walks, they kept things messed up around the place. They were

always on that runway, and then when a flight would be coming in
or taking off, why whoever was on duty would have to get on the

speaker and te l l the guard to get the cat t le off the runway,
t h e r e ' s a fl i g h t c o m i n g i n a n d t h e y ' d g e t o u t t h e r e w i t h t h e i r

bu l l wh ips , r un t hem cows o f f t he runway. The same way when
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there'd be a flight going out; they'd get out there and run the
c o w s o f f .

H: Put a fence up? Somebody made you take it down?

M D ; S o w e p u t a f e n c e a c r o s s t h e r e , s e e , s e t a l l t h e m a c r o s s

there and put that fence to keep off our runway. But, the na

t ives on the i s land , the ones who owned th is s tock . . .we l1 , a lo t

of that stock wasn't owned by the nat ives we found out, belonged

to people who lived inland, you know. They'd buy up a bunch of
catt le and come and turn them loose on the island, didn't have to

f e e d t h e m s e e . T h e r e w a s a l l t h e s e l i t t l e f r e s h w a t e r p o o l s o n

the island, the cattle get plenty of water to drink and they had

plenty of grass 'cause the grass was everywhere. But, when we
put that fence up they didn't like it much at all. Anyway they
used enough pressure that they forced the Base to take that fence
down. They left one fence post up and it was up to old number
twe lve , the c lunker, to remove tha t pa r t i cu la r fence pos t (ha ha

h a h a ) .

H: So then, maybe it bumped the post?

MD: It was a problem, but that plane lasted to the end and was

sold to somebody in Mississippi. It had been tied down on the

parking area out there for a long time, for I guess, ninety days
a t l e a s t , w i t h o u t i t b e i n g fl o w n . Yo u k n o w h o w I t o l d y o u , h o w

i t h a d t h i s a i r s t a r t e r i n t h e r e w h i c h w a s a c o m p l i c a t e d d e v i c e .

1 8
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T h i s f e l l o w c a m e d o w n f r o m M i s s i s s i p p i , a n d h e w a s a Wa c o m a n , I

mean. He got in there and he fiddled with with those controls

awhi le, and the guys in the hangar tr ied to get somebody to bet.

They knew i t wouldn' t start cause they had a t ime start ing i t
e v e n w h e n i t w a s fl o w n o f t e n . S o t h i s g u y g o t i n t h e r e , a n d h e

pulled out that air starter, when that tank is always up you get
a b o u t t w o c h a n c e s . I t ' l l w h e e l o v e r a b o u t f o u r t i m e s a n d t h e n

pull i t out again and it 'd wheel over about that far and that's
i t . I f I t d o n ' t s t a r t , y o u g o t t o p u m p t h a t t a n k b a c k u p a g a i n .

Yo u k n o w, w e d i d n ' t h a v e e n o u g h p r e s s u r e i n o u r a i r c o m p r e s s o r

tank there in the hangar... ! think we could get something l ike

three hundred pounds out of that, but it took more than that to

s t a r t t h a t o l d s t a r t e r . T h e y h a d t h a t b i g , o l d , l o n g n a r r o w

bodied pump with a long handle; two men get on that thing and

they'd pump that pressure on up ti l l it would get it up to
operate that charger, that starter, I mean. It had the copper
t u b e s t h a t w e n t a r o u n d e a c h c y l i n d e r a n d t h i s a i r w o u l d f o r c e

them pistons down and start it that way. But that guy got in
t h e r e a n d t h e s e c o n d t i m e t h a t t h i n g s t a r t e d , a n d a l l t h e g u y s

in the hangar, well you could*ve knocked them over with a feather
cause that old thing sat out there all of three months of mostly

w e t w e a t h e r. B u t t h e l a s t w e s e e n o f i t , i t w a s fl y i n g o f f i n t o

the sunse t . We lea rned la te r tha t he had had to make a fo rced

landing before he got back to his home base, but he got it back
a l l r i g h t .

H: Okay now, what did you do in your spare time after you got

your family down there. Did you spend it with them and do some
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t o l u n c h . E d n a c o u l d m a k e a c o v e r f o r t h a t t h i n g a n d I ' l l b r i n g

i t b a c k t o y o u w h e n I c o m e b a c k f r o m l u n c h . ( l a u g h s ) S h e ' d

agree to do i t? I sa id su re , l e t me have the same k ind o f

thread, they use flax or something that they used to sew with.
S o I t o o k i t h o m e a n d E d n a j u s t ( l a u g h s ) m a r k e d i t d o w n . S h e w a s

a seamstress, she knew what she was doing, and I 'd bring it back

covered. (laughs) They was all smiles. Then she covered when

they had bad elevators or whatever any of the control surfaces
tha t had t o cove red , t hey ' d r emove i t o f f o f t he re and I ' d t ake

i t t o t he house . I ' d go home and ea t l unch and usua l l y i t ' d be

ready a'fore I'm ready to bring it back. Sometimes it wasn't,
and I ' d have to b r ing i t back the nex t morn ing . She d id , I

guess, a half dozen of 'em, maybe more than that.

H: What was your schedule? When you say you went home for

l u n c h , h o w ' d y o u a l l w o r k ?

MD: We worked, well, at first all the time, we really did. If
there's something to do, we did it and it would be dark when we

got home so be it. But after we got the full crew down there and
got some semblance of order, then we would work three mornings.
Now the ones that must work mornings had to come early enough to

send that report into New Orleans. We'd get down there I tell
you six o'clock. We'd work three mornings and three afternoons.
The one in the afternoon you didn't need to get there early. I'd

get there right at twelve-twelve thirty, something like that, and
you'd stay there until the dusk patrol came back. Everything on
the ground, everything battened down in order then you're through
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to go home. Then you was off three days, We had it worked

t h o u g h , a f t e r w e w a s o f f t h r e e d a y s , w e ' d c o m e b a c k t o w o r k

a f t e r n o o n s . T h e n t h a t w o u l d m a k e i t , y o u k n o w, i f y o u w a n t e d t o

t a k e a t r i p t o N e w O r l e a n s , i f y o u h a d g a s o l i n e t o d o i t , y o u

c o u l d d o i t , o r w h a t e v e r y o u w a n t e d t o d o . Yo u h a d t h r e e a n d a

h a l f d a y s o f l i b e r t y . I l o v e d e x p l o r e o n t h e i s l a n d a n d t a k e

p ic tu res . A f te r I go t the fami ly down there and go t them accus
tomed to rough l iv ing , l ike we had to do; there was no electr ic

ity except Delco on the island, with the exception of some of
these s i x vo l t s ys tems tha t I t o l d you abou t . They ' r e w i t h w ind

chargers you know, but with using Delco...Now, we had butane gas
t o c o o k w i t h . I m a d e m y o w n l i t t l e s e p t i c t a n k a n d d i s p o s a l

system from our sink. There was an outdoor toi let, chick sale
to i l e t , you know. Bu t the wa te r f rom the s ink . . . I pu t a fi f t y

gal lon drum down in . . . i t ' ' s hard to d ig a ho le on that is land
'cause i t s ta r t s fi l l i ng up w i th wa te r a f t e r you ge t abou t a f oo t

deep, but anyway, I got that drum down in there. It had holes
a r o u n d i n t h e b o t t o m a n d I p u t t h e s a m e s t u f f t h a t y o u p u t i n

septic tanks, some chemical and I fed my pipe from the sink,

greasy water and s tu ff l i ke that . I t worked jus t fine, worked
l i k e i t u s e d t o r u n o u t s i d e t h e h o u s e t h e r e . B u t , s h e h a d t o g e t

used to ironing with... I bought from Sears and Roebuck some of

these irons that had the snap on handle. You know, you heat them

on the gas stove, snap the handle on. She took it in her prime,

' c a u s e s h e w a s a c o u n t r y g i r l . S h e w a s u s e d t o i r o n i n g , i t

w a s n ' t n e w t o h e r , s h e d i d i t w h e n s h e w a s a g i r l , w i t h t h e i r o n s

tha t you 'd have t o hea t on t he s tove . I had made a l i t t l e dea l
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w i t h t h e b o s s a t t h e s t o r e l e t m e t a k e e n o u g h p a r t s o u t o f s t o c k

t o m a k e a l i t t l e f o u r t u b e r e c e i v e r , u s i n g v o l t a n d a h a l f t u b e s ,

a n d i t c o m e w i t h a b i g o l d b a t t e r y p a c k , n i n e v o l t , v o l t a n d a

h a l f , i n t h e s a m e b a t t e r y , y o u k n o w. O n e o f t h o s e b a t t e r i e s

would last you a year and that was our one contact with the

o u t s i d e w o r l d . ( c o u g h s ) I s t i l l g o t t h a t o l d r e c e i v e r , i t s a

f o u r t u b e s e t u s i n g v o l t a n d a h a l f t u b e s . I j u s t s i t b y t h e

s i d e o f t h e b e d t h e r e , a n d I w o u l d g e t t h a t n e w s a n d w e a t h e r a n d

everything. We didn't get no newspaper, all the news I got, came
o n t h a t l i t t l e r a d i o .

H: From an overa l l eva luat ion, how wel l was the base equipped?

Pre t ty good a f te r you a l l go t i t go ing?

MD: Yeah, not too bad now, because fellows brought down equip

m e n t .

H ; I t wasn ' t s tu f f p rov ided by the gove rnmen t . I t was s tu f f

p r o v i d e d b y y o u .

MD; No, no, now the government did supply the receivers that we

used up in the control room. We monitored frequencies for the
Air Corps, too. They had a bombing range down there in the gulf,

you know. They gave us a receiver on that frequency so we could
monitor their planes. We was closest to that base and we just

rode he rd on t hem too , as we l l as ou r own p l anes .

H : J u s t a r e c e i v e r , n o t r a n s m i t t e r ?
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u s e d t o g o u p t h e r e a n d d r o p s a c k s o f fl o u r o n i t .

H : D o a l i t t l e p r a c t i c e b o m b i n g ?

M D : Y e a h .

H : So in your overa l l eva lua t ion you a l l ran a p re t ty good base

d o w n t h e r e .

M D : I t h i n k w e d i d . I t h i n k w e r a n a p r e t t y t i g h t s h i p .

H: Well you got the job done. Okay, now you had a very unusual

ro le i n tha t the no rma l base pe rsonne l a l l s ta r ted leav ing the re

August 31 of '43.But you stayed on to close the base down. How
a b o u t . . . W h a t d i d y o u d o t h e n ?

M D ; D u r i n g t h i s p r o c e s s ?

H: And who s tayed w i t h you . Bob Wes t?

M D : Ye a h , w e l l n o w. . . w e k e p t o u r g u a r d s t h e r e . . . o f c o u r s e t h e

Army boys got their equipment off the base. They moved the
ammunition dumps and they got all their equipment off the base.

They guessed that the notice of termination was our flight com
m a n d e r. I h a d t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f t r y i n g t o d i s p o s e o f a l l t h e

radio gear, all the radio equipment on the base... I had made a

l is t o f every th ing we had, every tube, every th ing .

H: Okay, now that radio equipment belonged to who, CAP or...?

2 5
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MDj It belonged to CAP, it belonged to the government.

H i I n o t h e r w o r d s w h e n p e o p l e b r o u g h t s t u f f d o w n t h e r e , t h e y

m o r e o r l e s s d o n a t e d i t .

M D ; N o , w e d i d n ' t s e l l n o n e o f o u r o w n p e r s o n a l e q u i p m e n t . Te s t

equ ipment , tha t ' s a l l we b rough t . We d idn ' t b r ing no par ts ,
t u b e s , a n y t h i n g l i k e t h a t .

H: So the radio set that Pem buil t and brought down there, what

d i d y o u a l l d o w i t h t h a t ?

M D ; N o w t h a t o n e b e l o n g e d t o t h e b a s e .

H : T h e n h e d o n a t e d i t t o t h e b a s e .

MD: I th ink so , I th ink so . Now Raymond Beam in tended, . . . they

was a couple of more more radio men instrumental in building that

thing, built it in the back. Raymond Beam ran the Beam Radio
Company there in Little Rock. It was one of the biggest suppli
ers , rad io suppl iers in L i t t le Rock. They bu i l t i t in the back

of his place there. Pem took it to the island, he told you about

i t i n h i s i n te rv iew, I guess . Bu t tha t be longed to the base , and

i t was d isposed o f w i th the res t o f the s tu f f .

H : W i t h t h e b i d s a n d t h a t t h i n g .

2 6
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M D : Y e a h .

H : Yo u g o t a b u n c h o f b i d s a n d s o l d i t ?

M D : Y e a h I h a d a l l t h i s s t u f f , I m a d e a l i s t o f e v e r y i t e m w e

h a d i n c l u d i n g t h e r e c e i v e r s . E x c e p t t h e o n e , t h a t b e l o n g e d t o

the A rmy, t hey go t t ha t back , I mean the A i r Co rps . I had th i s

all typed up and then had copies made in New Orleans and I deliv

ered a copy. I had it set in different categories, all the tubes

that was together and all the resistors and condensers that was

together and kept it kind of in categories so a person could bid
o n o n e s e c t i o n o f i t o r b i d o n t h e w h o l e t h i n g . S o I t o o k t h e s e

things and I delivered them to every shop in New Orleans that I

thought was big enough they could use anything like that. Now
what come. . . I never seen any. . .Noth ing came to my a t ten t ion . No

answers to any of that ever came to my attention, all that went

right straight to the office there on the island. I didn't know
what was so ld or what wasn ' t so ld un less i t would be gone f rom

the shelf . But word came, that you know, that Blocker had bought

out...but you know the base. The bids, I learned, was so slow in

coming in...I called Raymond Beam on the phone and told him,

"Raymond, we're not getting bids on this stuff like we should.
Why don't you turn in a bid of some kind? There's all this stuff
down here and I know you can use i t . " He said, "Mac, I 'd rather

n o t b e i n v o l v e d b e c a u s e I w a s i n s t r u m e n t a l i n s e t t i n g i t u p . I

jus t wou ldn ' t want to be invo lved because some might th ink that

t h e r e m i g h t b e s o m e t h i n g w r o n g . "
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H { C o l l u s i o n o r s o m e t h i n g .

MI)! Yeah, yeah, now that 's the same feel ing I had. One of those

receivers, I'd give my eye teeth almost to own that thing, but I

w o u l d n ' t t h i n k o f t u r n i n g i n a b i d . I d i d n ' t w a n t n o t h i n g t h e r e ,

b e c a u s e I d i d n ' t w a n t a n y s h a d o w s o f a n y t h i n g c r o o k e d .

H: Now who stayed there, the people in the office, who stayed,

w h o w a s t h a t . . .

MD: Wel l now, one o f them was th is J . Lanthr ip , James Lanthr ip

and McCarty. Now all I know about it, those girls that was in

the o f fice , I don ' t r emember now. I know Smi th ' s w i f e was s t i l l

there , and I don ' t th ink J immy Lanthr ip 's w i fe . . . I don ' t th ink

she came down. Bu t he was pa r t o f t he o ffice pe rsonne l and i f

you could get a hold of Lanthrip, he could tell you more about
t h e b u s i n e s s e n d o f w i n d i n g t h a t t h i n g , I i m a g i n e t h a n a n y o n e . . .

H: Okay but your major job was gett ing r id of the radio...and
t h a t k i n d o f s t u f f r i g h t ?

M D : R i g h t . I h a d t o g e t t h o s e a i r c r a f t o f f t h e i s l a n d t h a t

w o u l d n ' t fl y . T h e y w a s a b o u t h a l f a d o z e n , a t l e a s t , a i r c r a f t

t h a t w e r e n ' t a i r w o r t h y. S o t h e y w e r e s o l d . I d i d n ' t h a v e t h e

respons ib i l i t y o f se l l ing them, I don ' t know who so ld them, but I
k n o w s e v e r a l o f t h e m w e r e s o l d t o i n d i v i d u a l s t h e r e i n N e w O r -

2 8
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l e a n s . I h a d t o d e l i v e r t h e m . . .

H ; T h e a i r c r a f t t h a t w a s d o w n t h e r e I t h o u g h t b e l o n g e d t o o t h e r

i n d i v i d u a l s ?
i m i

M M D : T h e y d i d .

H : B u t t h e y j u s t a b a n d o n e d t h e m ?

MD; I don ' t know whether tha t was i t o r whether they were so ld

^ f o r t h e i n d i v i d u a l , I j u s t d o n ' t k n o w . . .

H : J u s t w a s y o u r l o t , t o g e t r i d o f t h e m . . .

M D : Ye a h , I h a d t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f g e t t i n g t h e m o f f t h e

is land, get t ing them away f rom there. The carpenters bui l t a

little rig right on the back end of that old stake truck. They'd
set the ta i l wheel up in that , they 'd take the wings off , and

slide them up in the side of the truck, and set that tail...1
don't remember, it seemed to me like they taken elevator and the

s ide assembly o ff that ta i l . . .They 'd taken that o ff too, cause

that thing had to fit pretty well. All that was put in the truck
and the ta i l whee l was anchored secure in tha t th ing , o f course

i t wou ld sw ive l on t ha t t a i l whee l . I pu l l ed t hem th ings to New

Orleans backwards like that. One of those planes, it seemed to

me like a Cessna, that the wheel stuck up two feet wider than the

truck was. It was raining that morning. Traffic meeting me it 'd

s e e t h i s o l d t r u c k c o m i n g b u t o u t t h e r e t w o f e e t w a s a l l t h i s

wa te r fly i ng up o f f t he h ighway i t ' s wonde r. . .



M c D o n a l d

H.- Wonder they didn't run off the highway, huh...

MDt Yeah , bu t , I go t a l l t hose-p lanes down there : I had to

de l i ve r one o f t hem down town a t a shop . I de l i ve red one , B i l l

Fandison can tel l you about one, cause we del ivered i t and put i t
In an old garage there in the industrial section down in New
Orleans: It was close to where his folks broom works was. I

don't know whether Bill bought that thing or one of his friends
had bought it. I delivered the rest of them to the airport.
There was a bid, old, long building that we put them aircraft in
there. I think they were sold for the individuals. When Luke
Barber came down there, Luke had the idea of simplifying repairs
on the airborne stuff, on the antenna and receiver. He has us

get a board, a twelve inch plank about 20 inches, 24 inches
maybe. He had the mechanics take tubing and make a square frame
with legs on it. That was mounted right behind the seat with two
wing nuts, bolts. You could let loose, disconnect the aerial and

ground, I tell you it was grounded through the wing bolts. But
anyway lift that board off and you got all the radio gear. Take
i t o f f o f ano ther p lane and se t i t on there and you can change

a l l t he equ ipment i n abou t five m inu tes . . .

H: Yeah they did that over in Pascagoula too.

MD; They did. Well, now while they taking that stuff off of
there, converting it over, when they was snatching that stuff off
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M c D o n a l d

got ready to leave, he wanted to ride in the airplane, I told
him, "You's be a lot more comfortable if you'd ride up here in

t h e c a b . " H e s a i d . N o , I ' d r a t h e r r i d e b a c k t h e r e . " S o h e r o d e

a l l t h e w a y t o N e w O r l e a n s b a c k - t h e r e i n t h e F a i r c h i l d , I b e

l i e ve . . . i n t he cab in o f t ha t p l ane . When we go t ove r he sa i d ,

"Mac, I want you to know I'm the only man in the world that ever

came across the Huey Long Bridge in a airplane backing up."

H: Okay, tell me kind of in summary, Mac, have you got anything
that we've fa i led to cover th is fa l l about what you d id down

t h e r e . Y o u r i m p r e s s i o n s o r . . .

MD: Well, I was impressed, Les, by the cooperative attitude of

the people on the island, after they understood what you was

doing. They quit the job...the shrimp boats and everything, put
their shrimp boats...tied them up and went to work for the CAP
fo r five do l l a r s a day. Some t imes when t he sh r imp was runn ing

they could make twenty times that much a day. But to put that
un i fo rm on , i t f e l t l i ke they were do ing someth ing fo r t he i r

country. I admired them for i t . They'd stand at attent ion.
T h i s M i s t e r M i n i c , h e w a s a n e l d e r l y m a n . H e w a l k e d j u s t a s

s t i f f a n d e r e c t l i k e h e w a s , y o u k n o w, l i k e h e w a s a g e n e r a l .

H e ' d t a k e h i s j o b s e r i o u s l y a n d h e w o r k e d a t i t d i l i g e n t l y a n d

t h e o t h e r f e l l o w s o n t h e b a s e , t o o . T h e y d i d n ' t a n y o f t h e m c o m e

along for the r ide, they al l recognized it . You know, they had
seen ships sunk right out there off the... they knew they was

add ing a l i t t l e b i t o f the i r we igh t to s top a l l tha t had been
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g o i n g o n o u r t h e r e .

H : S o i t w a s d e e p d o w n , r e a l , s i n c e r e p a t r i o t i s m .

M D ; T h a t ' s t r u e ,

H: Not only them Mac, don' t underrate, you know, what i t took of

yourself to quit a good paying job and then go down there and you

k n o w, m o v e y o u r f a m i l y a n d e v e r y t h i n g e l s e . . .

MD: Wel l , i t was the exper iences that we had there. . . then on the

i s l a n d . A l l t h e s e l i t t l e f r i e n d s . . . H e b r o u g h t o n e o f h i s l i t t l e

f r i ends home , a l i t t l e da rk t h i ng , and he i n t r oduced h im to us .

H e s a i d , " T h i s i s C h i c a z o l a s . H e w a s o n e t h e l i t t l e g r a n d k i d s ,

you know, of the nut pickers over there. Then Caribbean, had a
granddaughter in this same first grade class. He'd bring his
l i t t le f r iends home wi th h im. My wi fe, she loved to make cookies

a n d s t u f f l i k e t h a t , a n d o u r f r o n t y a r d g o t t o b e k i n d o f a

playground. But...we enjoyed having them around. You know, time
a f t e r t i m e , w e ' d c o m e o u t t h e f r o n t d o o r , t h e y ' d b e a w a t e r

bucket full of shrimp or mullet on the steps. Sometimes it might

be str ing beans, a water bucket ful l . Just l ike that, them

people when they l iked you, they'd do things.

H: Kind of in summary, Mac, what 's your impress ion of the over

all worth of the whole program of running the CAP?

M D ; W e l l , L e s , I t h i n k i t w a s o n e o f t h e fi n e s t t h i n g s t h a t

could have happened, because the sinkings down there came to a

3 3



M c D o n a l d

skidding halt after they got in operations down there: Wien we
fi r s t g o t o n t h e i s l a n d d o w n t h e r e , y o u c o u l d n ' t w a l k o n t h e

b e a c h f o r t h e o i l , f o r t h e f r o t h t h a t h a d j u s t b e a t u p o n i t .

W e ' d fi n d l i f e j a c k e t s a l l c o v e r e d . . . t h a t h a d b e e n b u r n t a l l a n d

c o v e r e d w i t h t a r a n d o i l a n d s t u f f . T h e b e a c h w a s j u s t c o v e r e d

w i t h o i l , t h e r e h a d b e e n s o m a n y s i n k i n g s , I t h i n k . T h e p e o p l e

t e l l a b o u t t h a t . A f t e r I g o t t h e r e , I d i d n ' t s e e a n y s i n k i n g s

of f the coas t there , bu t they 's te l l me some had jus t happened.

They'd tell about one of Standard Oil's biggest tankers. It came
out of the South, past the river there, and all day long it was

just slowly. I t was as close in as i t could get to the is land,
b e c a u s e t h e G u l f i s f a i r l y s h a l l o w f o r a l o n g w a y o u t f r o m t h e

i s l and , t he re . The re ' d be some o f t hem o i l r i gs ou t t he re e i gh t

mi les out , and they were only in fif ty feet of water. But th is

b o a t w a s j u s t s l o w l y d r i f t i n g o u r . I t w a s w a i t i n g t i l l n i g h t

f a l l t h e n i t w a s g o i n g t o m a k e a r u n f o r ' i t , I t h i n k t o g e t

o u t s i d e . J u s t a b o u t t h e t i m e i t g o t d a r k , t h e s k y l i t u p , y o u

could s tand on the beach and read a newspaper, because i t had

been hit by a torpedo and went up. This same fellow I was tell

ing you about that had the speed boat, he went our there and

brought in as many survivors as he could. That was before, I
guess, that the Coast Guard had the i r regular. . .

H : O b s e r v a n c e g o i n g . . . We l l I t h i n k i n s u m m a r y y o u g o t i t . Yo u

fl a v o r i t j u s t a b o u t r i g h t , M a c . I t w a s a v e r y I m p o r t a n t p e r i o d

o f o u r h i s t o r y, a s I s a i d , n u m e r o u s t i m e s , a l l o f y o u h a d t h e

u t m o s t a d m i r a t i o n f r o m m e a s a n i n d i v i d u a l a n d f r o m a l o t o f
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p e o p l e .

M D ; T h e o n l y h a r d s h i p t h a t w e h a d w a s t h a t p e r i o d w h e r e w e

weren ' t ge t t i ng any money. Bu t a f t e r ou r checks s ta r t ed com ing

through s igned by the War Depar tment , every th ing was rosy then

M ' c a u s e t h e y w a s r i g h t o n t h e d o t e v e r y m o n t h t h e n .

H : P a r t o f t h e g r o w i n g p a i n s o f t h e w h o l e s e a s o n . O k a y , d o y o u

h a v e a n y t h i n g e l s e b e f o r e w e g o o f f t a p e ?

M D ; N o , n o , n o t t h a t I k n o w o f L e s .
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